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extremeſt degree of indigence, had ſo far 


O quick a tranſition, from the afflu- 
ence of ſucceſsful villainy to the 


ſtupified Volpone, that he miſtook his 
morbid ſtate of calmneſs for a philoſo- 
Vor.  - B 


phbic 


| 
k 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


2 MEMOIRS OF 


phic fortitude: but the return of reflec- 


tion -undeceived him, and: preſented to 
his view all the horrors of his ſituation in 


the moſt terrifying light, 


He confidered, that it was hardly poſ- 
ſible for any body in that country to 
know that he was a deſervedly-puniſhed 
ſinner, and therefore thought it expedient 
to paſs for an unfortunate faint : for the 
ſimplicity of his features belied the 
knavery of his heart; and his voice was 
ſo flexible, that he could with eaſe modu- 
late it to an expreſſion ſuitable to what- 
ever external diſguiſe he choſe to aſſume: 


therefore, as he was reduced to a ſtate of 
nature, he determined to avail himſelf of 


the talents nature had beſtowed on him; 
| | in 
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in order to which, he placed himſelf on 
the road ſide, with deſign to excite the 
compaſſion of thoſe who might pals 


by. 


The firſt who happened to come that 
way was a dignified clergyman, who re- 
ſided in thoſe parts : Volpone was greatly 
revived on beholding the ſecular habit ; 
for he imagined a ſon of the church would 
be glad of ſuch an opportunity to make 
a parade of Chriſtian benevolence ; not 
that he thought the clergy in reality more 
charitable than their neighbours, but 


hoped, though goodneſs of heart and 
compaltion were wanting, that policy 
would prompt the perſon he ſaw to aſ- 
ſiſt him, through the affectation of poſ- 

. ſeſſing 
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ſeſſing a virtue to which he was a 
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When he was near enough, Volpone 
excited his attention by the moſt piteous 


complaints. The Biſhop ſtopped, and 
enquired minutely into-the circumſtances 
of his caſe. Volpone gratified his cu- 
rioſity, in a moſt pathetic recital of his 
misfortune. When he had finiſhed his 
narrative, the Biſhop very gravely ſpurred 
his horſe, and rode away, without giving 
him any thing, except this conſolatory 
ſentence: Providence, my friend, is 
&« always bountiful to its votaries; put 
*« your truſt in Providence, and you can- 
< not failof finding ſpeedy relief“ 
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He had ſcarce ended this humane ſen- 
tence, when a neighbouring Juſtice of the 
Peace approached, whoſe curioſity Vol- 
pone excited in the ſame manner as he 
had the Biſhop'ss With the Juſtice he 
underwent a thorough examination ; for 
he afked him as many queſtions as if he 
had been in his official chair. When he 
was ſatisfied in every particular, he rode 
away as the Biſhop had done, giving him 
nothing but a promiſe to have an im- 
mediate purſuit made after the robbers. 


In fine, he alternately acquainted a 
lawyer, an exciſeman, and ſeveral far- 
mers, with his caſe ; not one of whom 


, 


gave him a ſingle farthing, 
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The lawyer told him, © the ſtatutes 
relative to robberies were very de- 
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And the eee «that 
« rents were ſo high, and taxes ſo many, 
« that they were ſcarce able to ſupport 
« their own families.” 
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Thus each had an a excuſe | in Tis head, 
for the badneſs of his heart. 
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lt ſo happened, that on the very day of 
Volpone's tribulation, the officers of the 
pariſh in which the robbery was commit- 
ted deſigned to eat a child; that is, a 
young fellow had been compelled to pay 
ten pounds to the pariſh, for the ſupport 
of a child which had been ſworn to him, 
though in reality its father was one of 
the churchwardens. One half of this 
money was appropriated to feaſting; 
which feaſt, in the phraſe of pariſh offi- 
cers, is termed eating a child. A coun- 
try fellow, who was devouring Volpone's 
ſtory with open mouth, no ſooner per- 
ceived theſe gentry, than he acquainted 
him who they were: he was heattily 
glad of it, as 'he imagined their offices 


obliged them to take care of him, He 
| B 4 told 
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told them his tale, with all the exaggera- 
tions which might the more effectually 
awaken humanity, and excite compaſſion: 
they heard him with tolerable patience, 
conſidering dinner waited for them. 


When he had done; one of the over- 
ſeers told him, in the name of himſelf 
and brother-officers, that he believed 
« him to be no better than an impoſtor; 
ce and promiſed, if they found him in the 
„ ſame place on their return, he ſhould 
be whipped, from town to town, till 
che came to his own pariſh.” 


This treatment induced him to think 
all mankind as wicked and hard- hearted 
as himſelf; and, by a fallacious method 
8 . of 
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of arguing, he found comfort for his 

own conſcience in the culpability of o- 
thers; never reflecting, that the nume- 
rous ſubjects of vice, and ſelf· love do 
not render moral rectitude or the ſacial 
virtues the leſs indiſpenſable, any more 


than the frequency of rebellion could 
take from the merit of loyalty, 


At length he was relieved by a Jew, 
who ated in a two-fold capacity at Do- 
ver; that is, he killed and prepared 
meat for the Iſraelites of that place two 
days in the week, and the other four he 
employed in teaching Hebrew. This 
Jew ſupplied him with apparel, took 
him home to his own houſe, and made 


him as welcome as his circumſtances 
B 5 would 
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would afford; But the pariſh officers, be- 
ing informed of the affair, were aſhamed 
to be outdone in the offices of Chriſtianity | 
by an Infidel : they therefore determined 
that the honeſt ſon of Levi ſhould be 
diſappointed' in the benevolence of his 
intentions, and accordingly ſent him or- 
ders immediately to turn Volpone out of 
doors; alledging, that, by aſſiſting a va- 
gabond, he would reduce himſelf to po- 
verty, and then both would become 
chargeable to the pariſh, The Jew was 
too well aſlured of the power of thoſe who 
thought proper to command him, to diſ- 
obey ; he therefore, in obedience to the 


mandate, diſcharged Volpone, giving him 


a crown at Parting. | 
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He took the road to Canterbury, and 
on the way reſolved to retrieve his loſſes, 
if poſſible, by making war upon man- 
kind: he called at a public houſe, and 
prepared himſelf accordingly to put his 
deſign in execution in the moſt artful 
manner. | 


Within half a mile of Canterbury, he 


ſaw an elderly gentleman walking ſlowly 


through, ſome fields on his right hand: 


he took a circle round the hedges, in or- 
der to meet him. As ſoon as he came 
near enough, he pulled off his hat in a 
moſt reſpectful manner, and preſenting 
a piece of paper to him ged he would 
do him the favour to tend it. On exa- 
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mining the paper, the gentleman read 
theſe words, wrote in a very large cha- 


racter, and legible manner: 


4 Tf you do not immediately deliver 
* your money, without uttering a 
& ſyllable, you will in a moment be 

„ ſhot through the head.“ 


The gentleman, dreading the conclud- 
ing menace, delivered his purſe, without 
offering to open his lips; when Volpone 
took his leave, with another reſpectful 
bow, and made the beſt of his way to 
Canterbury. 


On opening the purſe, he found it con | 
tained twenty-ſeven - guineas. Fluſhed 
„ with 
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with the ſucceſs of this enterprize, he 
determined not to leave England, but to 
| diſguiſe himſelf; and continue to levy 


contributions by means ſimilar t to that 
which had proved ſo proſperous, OY 


Notcaring to day in Canterbury, he pro- 
ceeded with all poſſible expedition to Sit- 
tingbourne, where he purchaſed a horſe and 
a diſguiſe, He now only wanted piſtols, 
to be compleatly equipped for his new 
occupation z but theſe he did not care to 
attempt buying at ſo inconſiderable a 
place, leſt it might create ſuſpicions: he 
therefore determined to make the beſt of 
his way to Rocheſter, where ſuch a pur- 
chaſe would occaſion no ſurmiſes to his 
diſadvantage. He had not proceeded a- 
bove a quarter of a mile from Sitting- 
bourne, 
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bourne, before he was Creed by three 
cuſtom - houſe officers, Who produced 


their geputstions, and infiſted upon his 
going to the next inn, while they exa- 
mined his ſaddle, which, they ſaid, con. 
_ tained a great quantity of French lace, 
as they had reaſon to believe from an in- 
formation laid againſt a perſon to whoſe 
deſcription d he ny anſwered, _ 


Ie found it in vain to reſiſt and there 
mo ſuffered them to lead his horſe into 
the yard of an inn, which happened to be 


at hand. While they were ripping open 
his ſaddle, in purſuance of the informa- 
tion, the very gentleman he had robbed 


near Canterbury came into the yard, at- 
tended 


Mz. WILSON. 15 
tended by two ſervants well armed. He 
had obſerved the features of Volpone”s 
_ and the ſize and. make of his a 


4 ib 4-4 4 .. 


Ä bis 55 diſguiſe and imme: 
diately giving orders privately to his ſer- 
vants, they ſecured him the moment the 
officers of the cuſtoms had declared he 
could not be the perſon they were lock. 
ing for, though his horſe and appearance 
bore the greateſt reſemblance to their de- 
ſcriptive information, © This was fact; 
for Volpone had bought the very horſe 
and cloaths of the ſmuggler who was de- 
ſeribed in the information, and who had 
viſely parted with them, to avoid what 
would otherwiſe in all probabilicy have 
been his lot. 
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Volpone was taken before a juſtice of 
the peace, and, upon the poſitive oath 
of the gentleman, committed to Maid- 
ſtone gaol, in order to take his trial at 
the enſuing alles. 


| When the day arrived on which he 
was to hold up his hand at the bar, he 


appeared with an undaunted countenance, 
and pleaded Not guilty to the indictment, 


The gentleman poſitively ſwore, that he 
was the identical perſon who had robbed 
him; when Volpone, being called upon 
to make his defence, ſpoke to the follow- 


ing purport : 


« My 
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„My Lord, and Gentlemen of the 
* 1c 14 oe 


<« here ſtand indicted for a crime, of 
« which my whole conduct through life 
would prove me incapable. I wiſh 
« your Lordſhip could but know in 
* what an inoffenſive manner I have hi- 
e therto lived: my irreproachable beha- 
« yiour, I am convinced, would leaveno 
manner of doubt in your Lordſhip's 
e mind of my innocency in this affair. 
« ] am a native of France; but, having 
* been ſeveral years in the ſervice of an 
* Engliſh family, I ſpeak Engliſh like a 
* native of this country, though I am 
unable either to read or write the lan- 
&« ouage. 
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« ouage. I lately came from France, and 
ſtayed a few days in Canterbury: one 
c evening, as I was walking in the fields 
te near that city, I picked up a piece of 
* paper, folded like à letter, but not 
« ſealed : there was ſome writing on the 
te inſide, and curioſity made me deſirous 
* of knowing its meaning. I ſoon after 
< ſaw my proſecutor approach me, and 
« entreated him, in a reſpectful manner, 
to let me know the contents of the pa- 
*. per. He took it, and peruſed it with 
c great emotion: then, putting it into 
4 his pocket, he gave me a purſe, and 
< walked away before my ſurprize would 
permit me to deſire an explanation of 
the affair. I went back to Canter- 
«6: lern, and informed a countryman of 


ce mine, 
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* mine, who is at preſent in France, of 
6 * the accident ; but his abſence prevents 
«* my, having the benefit of his evidence 
«in my favour. We agreed, that the 
« gentleman's. behaviour was particulars 
« bur concluded, that it mult have; been 
* a bank-note, or a paper of ſome conſis 
1 derable value, which I had 8 
« the gentleman, taking adyantage 0 

« ignorance as to its contents, | had = 
6 me his purſe for what was of much 
6 greater value, and left 15 before I 
could form any SI: canjeRtukie of 


© his reaſons for proceeding ng in chat an- 


« ner. Timagine, when ke afrerwatds 


% ſaw me at che place where I was ſeized, 


© he dreaded my knowing him ag, 
*and might juſtly think that I m 


*ſuſpe@t he kad fome partichlar r 
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« for giving a ſtranger ſeven-and-twenty 
« guineas for a piece of paper; and there. 
&« fore ſuppoſe he thought proper to cry 
« thief firſt; and now has ſworn a rob- 
« bery againſt an innocent perſon, when 
« jt is very probable that he himſelf de- 
* ſerves to be tried for a defraud. My 


40 caſe is ſo very plain, and the malice of 
« my proſecutor ſo palpable, that T think 


@ the Gentlemen of the Jury e can have no 
« great difficulty i in finding a verdict in 
6 my favour: beſides, depending entirely 
ec on my innocence, and to give the 
10 « court as little trouble as poſlible, [ 
6 have wayed the privilege of having one 
cc half of the jury compoſed of my own 
6 countrymen... | So I reſt myſelf on the 
» 10s of my cauſe, and the candour 

4 0 
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« of you, my Lord, and the Gentlemen of 
« the Jorge" 


As Volpone had not demanded the 
gentleman's money, or, indeed, ſtopped 
him, any farther than by civilly requeſt- 
ing a harmleſs favour, and it being i im- 
poſſible for the court to prove he could 
write, he was acquitted. - 


He was tranſported with joy to have 
come off with flying colours; but his nar- 
row eſcape gave him a kind of diſreliſh to 


adventures ſo very hazardous, and ſo 
nearly allied to OTE: 


After his quit he proceeded to 
London; and, taking a mean lodging in 
an obſcure place, reſolved to live as war 

as 


%. 
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as poſſible, till he could hit upon ſome 
feaſible ſcheme to drive melancholy from 


his mind, by repleniſhing his e. 


11 H. Dortteh 120 E ' 220qi9) } 2 3 


Cilag bis e eye one ; day over a news- 
255 his attention was engaged by an 


9 1 15 i 


advertiſement, which ran in theſe words: ; 


* * 2. 2. 1 ns , 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
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„ A.maiden 1 lady, of about thirty years 


F 


0 


th of age, poſſeſſed: of a genteel i income, 
* and a perſon which has frequently 
been thought agreeable, would willingl⸗ 
meet with an eligible companion for 
« life. Any ſingle gentleman, whoſe age 


71>. # | 40 does 


r 


« goes not exceed twenty=five, and who! 
« has ſenſe enough to prefer the prudence den S 
« of maturity: to the Jevity'of the teens, 
« will-be farther inforined of particulars, 
« by enquiring for T. T. at Ms. Frail's, 
© milliner, in-Taviſtock-ſtreet, Covent- - 
« Garden, any time ta»morrow z the ad- [ 
« yertiſer having ſome cogent reaſons | 
« for being precipitaageee. | 
| 


«N, B. She has but two faults ; mo- 
* Nn en 9221 


T3 


Although, Volpone well knew * 0. 
reral young ſparks, who think proper to 
call themſelyes Bucks, Bloods, and Choice 

| Spirits, frequently employ, their time in 
drawing vp ſuch advertiſements, and 
think it a piece of wit to fool away their 
4 : | money 
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money and time, in order to have the 
| pleaſure of laughing at thoſe who are ſilly 
enough to write; yet he had been certi- 
fied, that many iſuch-advertiſements were 
in reality intended for the purpoſes they 
. expreſſed : he. therefore determined to 
enquire farther about the preſent, as he 
vas well aſſured a diſappointment would 
coſt him neither money nor vexation. 


| He went accordingly to Mrs. Frail's 
the next day, who, after minutely ſurvey- 
ing him, conducted him into a parlour ; 
and, very politely deſiring him to ſit 
down, informed him tbe party would 
wait upon himin a very ſhore time. 


le 
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The affability of Mrs. Frail's Behs- 
viour appeared as a good omen to Vol- 


pone, and ſeemed to preſage ſucceſs to 


his expectations. His imagination took 
the alarm; and he began to figure to 
himſelf a graceful female, the glow of 
whoſe beauty was rendered deliciouſly. at- 
tracting by ripeneſs, the vivacity of whoſe 
features was ſoftened by good. nature, 


and varied by che crimſon effuſions of. 
modeſtr. . 


Theſe ideas were too ſenſitive not 


to make his head ſwim : but the mental 
retroſpect of affluence quite intoxicated 


bim. He was diſturbed in the midſt of 
his pleaſing reveries, by the entrance of 
Vor. II. C Mrs. 
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Mrs. Frail, who very formally introduced 
Miſs Sobfaſt, the advertizing lady ; of 
whom it may not be improper to give a 
deſcription, by which it will be found 
that Volpone was rather too ſanguine in 
the draught of his mental landſchape. 


This lady had embelliſhed rather too 
much in her advertiſement: for her for- 
tune was much leſs than the term gente 
income might ſeem to imply, as it was but 
barely fourſcore pounds per annum. As 
to her perſon, ſhe ſpoke an abſolute fact; 
for it had always been thought agreeable ' 
Þy herſelf, and three of her acquaintances 
that happened to be ſtone- blind, who 
formed their opinions upon her own ac- 


count of it: but, as. thoſe who had the 
perfect 
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perfect uſe of their opties were of a dif- 
ferent way of thinking, it will be but 
juſtice to recite: their ſentiments alſo. 


Miſs Sobfaſ having, a great deal of 
wiſdom, : and a great deal of tongue, it 
was proper ſhe ſhould have large ware- 
houſes to depoſit them ; the capaciouſneſs 
of her head and mouth were therefore 
truly admirable : bur, as ſhe never gave 


any one leave to talk, or herſelf time to 
ſmell any thing, it is eaſy to be imagined 


ſhe could have no occaſion for a pair of 
ears or a noſe; accordingly nature had 


been kind, by not troubling her with a 
noſe, and making her deaf, As to her 
eyes, each watched the ſide to which it 
2ppertained, but never loſt any time idly 
C 2 in 
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in looking at each other. Her breaſts 
very kindly formed a pillow for her chin, 
and her waiſt ſeemed to defy all the 
world to ſay, ſhe was like Pharaoh's lean 
kine. By her legs, you might have 
thought her infinitely rich; for they 
ſeemed to owe their magnitude to à con. 
ſtitutional gout: and her feet were no dil. 
credit to the worthy members they ſup- 
Ported. 


As J have deſcribed her perſon, you 
may perhaps think I ought in juſtice to 
deſcribe her mind, .I'll aſſure you, I 
ſhould be willing to compleat her portrai- 
ture; but it is utterly impoſſible for me 
to know till this time what ſhe herſelf 
never knew ten minutes together: how- 
| ever, 
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ever, on this you may depend, that ſhe 
never deviated into a Juſt way of 
thinking, Ti 1 (ik 51 * bes 24 | Idi! | 


1, «<\ 1 


Such was Miſs Sobfalt; who was won- 
derfully pleaſed with Volpone, which he 
Ggnified to her friend Mrs, Erail., This 
intelligent lady ſoon let him underſtand, 
that it would be unneceſſary to enter into 


converſation with a lady, who was fo very 
much 2 with deafneſs as to be 


unable to comprehend him; ; but, if he 


thought well of the lady, me was autho- 


$2013; Hit 
rized to "ler e the preliminarics for 3 a 
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match.. 


Though Miſs Sobfaſt's figure was very 
diſguſting, poverty appeared to Volpone 
with a more terrifying aſpect; and he 

C 3 wiſely 
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wiſely reflected, that fourſcore pounds 
a year was a competency at leaſt : the 
alternative was, to ſtarve or marry; he 
therefore judiciouſly choſe the latter, as 
he had no great inclination to experience 
the former ; and the nuptial ceremony 
was ſoon after celebrate. 


At the expiration of two months after 
the marriage, Mrs. Volpone was deli 
vered of a boy, who was the ſecret cauſe 
of that precipitancy which ſhe mentioned 
in her advertiſement. 
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The child died in ſix months after its 
-"_ 3-and Volpone broke the mother's 
9 heart 


heart twelve months after the death of 
the child, 


Upon the ſmall fortune ſhe left him 
he ſubſiſted, till Mr. Wilſon unfortunately 
employed him to educate that ſon whom 


he has made it his ſtudy to ruin.“ 


C 4 THE 
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THE gentleman here concluded his 
narrative; and the whole company joined 
in expreſſing their deteſtation of a vil. 
lain, who dedicated his talents to the de- 
ſtruction and annoyance of mankind, and 
was a living diſgrace to the human ſpe- 
cies, 


After Mr, Wilſon had taken leave of 
His friends, he embarked on board the 
A chilles, in the River Thames, and ſet 
fail with a fair wind (and in as good ſpi- 


rits as the thoughts of Volpone's villainy 
would permit) on his intended voyage. 
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HE Y met with nothing particu» 
lar till they, came, within, ſixteen 


leagues of the Iſland of Jamaica, when. | 


they were attacked by a violent ſtorm, 
which compelled them to lay to under a 
C5 foreſail 
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foreſail for the ſpace of ſixteen hours. A 
prodigious ſhower of rain ſucceeded, at- 
tended with terrible claps of thunder, ſuf. 
ficient to diſmay the moſt experienced 
mariner, but to the laſt degree dreadful 
to Mr. Wilſon, who was entirely unac- 
quainted with that tremendous element, 
which now appeared to him in all its 
horrors. The ſucceſſive flaſhes of light- 
ning, which ſeemed to blaze through the 
whole expanſe of the heavens, threatened 
their ſails with momentary deſtruction; 
while laying ſo many hours under a fore- 
fail occaſioned the ſhip to make more 
water than ſhe could get rid of by the 
inceſſant working of both her pumps, 
and the unwearied labour of all who could 
be ſpared from the ſails. 


6 What 
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What ſcene could appear more terrible 
to the imagination! No proſpect of land! 
the roaring of the thunder, the gleaming 
of the lightning, the increaſing of the 
water, and the anguiſh and horror vi- 
ſible in every face! We cannot poſſibly 
obtain a more awful idea of the power of 
the Almighty, nor be more truly taught 
to eſtimate our own weakneſs and inſig- 
nificance, than by being witneſſes to the 
horrors of a ſtorm, 


They ſtrove to make the Iſland of Ja- 
maica, but their endeavours were in vain; 


for the water gained upon them ſo faſt, 
that they put out the yaw), when ſo many 


© 6 crowded 
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crowded to get into her, that ſhe ſunk 
in a few minutes, and they were all 
drowned who had ſo raſhly REP 
their preſervation. 


There ftill remained in the ſhip eight 
perſons, among whom were the Captain 
and Mr, Wilſon, who committed them- 
ſelves to the mercy of the waves in a 
{malt boat, with proviſions only for three 
days, which was all the time permitted 
them to take; for they had not rowed 
above ſixty yards from the ſhip before 
The ſunk. 


The 
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The ſtorm continued, though not 
with the ſame violence; and they pa- 
tiently waited for that diſſolution which 
was thought inevitable. They rowed 
inceſſantly the ſame night and the day 
following, and their continual labour 
compelled them to conſume more of their 
water than they would willingly have 
done, when a wave, breaking under the 
ſtern of the boat, gave it ſuch a ſudden 
tilt, that the jar which contained their 
water was overturned, and every drop of 
it ſpilt. They were almoſt petrified 
with horror and amazement on beholding 
this accident, and felt all the pangs of 
thirſt by an ticipation. They fat looking 
at each other, ſilent and diſmayed, and 

ſeemed 
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| ſeemed to ſlacken of their labour, as if 
by mutual conſent. 


On the third day, they ſeverely expe- 
rienced what they had ſo much dreaded 
in apprehenſion, the excruciating cravings 
of thirſt. When they attempted to eat a 
piece of biſcuit, it crumbled in their 
mouths, and they were unable to ſwallow 
it for want of moiſture. Death ſtared 
them in the face, and deſpair rendered 
his appearance doubly terrible. On the 
morning of the fourth day, they, to their 
infinite joy, diſcovered land; but two of 
the men died before they arrived at it, 
through an immoderate exertion of their 
* to gain it. 


They 
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They drew their boat upon the beach, 
add moiſtened their mouths by eating 
ſome weeds which grew upon the ſhore, 
which proved a pleaſant refreſhment. 


They then began to ſearch for freſh wa- 


ter; but, to their great diſappointment, 
could meet with none : they indeed found 
ſeveral ſmall pools and puddles; but the 
water was ſo brackiſh, that it was impoſ- 
ſible to drink it. 


They ſaw it would but prolong their 
miſery to remain on this deſolate place, 
which, from a very high rock, they per- 
ceived to be a ſmall iſland; they there- 


fore embarked, though reluantly, after 
loaading 
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loading the boat with a large quantity of 
thoſe weeds which had ſo opporrunely 
allayed their thirſt © They rowed all 
night alternately, ſteerin ing their courſe for 
the Bay of Honduras a3 well as they 
poſſibly could; for they had no inftru- 
ments with them; and Judged i it impoſſible 
to gain James, as the wind blew con- 
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trary. 


** 4 


The 25 e they diſcovered a 


fail; thoſe in the ſhip likewiſe perceived 
them, and they were - ſoon after taken 
on board. They were ſcarce able, thro? 
the weakneſs of their frames, to ſupport 


the extatic joy with which they were in- 


ſpired by ſo providential and unexpected | 
a delivery from the jaws of death, This 
OI 
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ſhip proved to be the Fortune man of 
war, commanded by Captain Gayton, 
who was proceeding to the South Seas on 
ſome important diſcoveries. * 


Captain Gayton was a moſt excellent 
mariner, and poſſeſſed an undaunted cou 
rage, with an expanded benevolence of 
heart; ſo that in his compoſition were 4 
admirably blended the ferocity, of the 
lion and the meekneſs of the lamb. He. 
might with propriety be termed bin- 
fically worthy ; for, with the rough gene- 
rolity of the ſailor, he would do actions 
which thoſe who poſſeſſed the moſt ele- 
gantly-refined friendſhip might be proud 
to imitate z and, in the dialect peculiar: 
tq the tempeſtuous clement, would ſoothe . | 

937 the | 
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the anguiſh of the unfortunate more ef. 
fectually than the moſt accompliſhed 
courtier with the flowery diction of la- 
boured conſolation; for what appeared 
faſhionable art in others ſeemed in him 
to be what it really was, the ſpontaneous 


dictates of a benevolent ſoul, 


Add to the above character, that the 
Captain was agreeable, though not hand- 
ſome, about thirty years of age, and a 
batchelor. 


He had with him on board two young 
gentlemen, who were both extremely 
beautiful, but apparently melancholy, 


. and ſeemingly very fond of each other. 
| The 
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The name of him who appeared to be the 


eldeſt, was Smith; that of the youngeſt, 
eee 576 


As ſoon as Mr. Wilſon and his com- 
panions came on board, the Captain or- 


dered them all poſſible attendance. The 
commander of the Achilles and Mr. Wil- 


ſon had very luckily, during the ſtorm, 
ſecured every thing about them which 
was valuable, and could lay in, a ſmall 
compaſs : they would fain have purchaſed 
ſome linen, for a change of which they 


ſtood in great need ; but Captain Gayton 
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In a few days they were thoroughly re- 
covered; when Captain Gayton told 
them, with a ſmile, „that he expected 
et an accoutit of their misfortune ; for 
« this reaſoh, that there is always a plea- 
& ſure found in ſpeaking! of any immi- 
nent danger which we have eſcaped.” 

0910 #7 410001 200d, 1 ick: (SES 

' They ſatisfied kith in every bea, ; 
w ben he ordered the four private men to 
be entered on the ſhip's books, as part 
of the crew; and aſſured the Captain 
and Mr. Wilſon, in the moſt cordial 
manner, that they were very welcome to 
return with him to England after he had 

111 | executed 
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executed his. commiſſion 3 or he would 
land them in any place that he ſhould be 
Ne to touch at, according to their 


ii davod! 
They * him politely foe" his 


kindneſs, and congratulated themſelves 
on the quick tranſition which had 
changed the pangs of * to the 
ſmiles of 1 


It will be immaterial to mention in this 


work the particulars of their voyage, any 
farther than what relates to Mr. Wilſon; 
or to give an account of the diſcoveries 
they deſigned to make, or a narrative of 
thoſe they did make, but as far as they 
reſpect 
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reſpect King George's Ifland, which of 
late has been falſely fuppoſed to be a more 
retent difcoyery? but was in reality rl 
known to the people of the Fortune man 
of war, commanded by Captain Gayton, 
though it was not at that time thought 


ſufficiently important to engage miniſte- 
rial: attention . "ID 


* Though the names of the ſhip and commander 
| are fictitious, the fact is real; and the Author has the 
| moſt material papers relative to the ſaid voyage; 

which papers inconteſtably- evinoe, that Captain W. 
be took the liberty to chriſten. | 
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ACAxp of IxrIuATIoN from the 
Auron to the CRITIoS. 


% THE Author of The Memoirs of 
« Mr. Wilſon, or, The Providential 
« Adultery, preſents his compli- 
© ments to Meſſieurs the Critics, 
* who profeſs infidelity z and begs 
« them not to condemn this part 
« of his work as fabulous; for he 
* can, if properly called upon, 
“ prove his aſſertions,” | 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall give a ſmall deſcription of this 


1 . , . ' ""B'% ,X * 7.8 2 4 N 1 
place, which, in ſome particulars, agrees 


with the more recent accounts. 


King George's Iſland is ſituated be- 


tween the Tropics, in the Pacific Ocean, 
and in about the ſeventeenth degree of 


northern latitude: in circumference it is 
about one hundred and fifty miles. 

1 The inhabitants are of a copper 
colour, and not ſo amazingly large as 
reported, the talleſt not exceeding ſix 
feet: their aſpect is pleaſant, and their 
dreſs only a piece of linen; which linen 
they make in the following extraordinary 


manner. 


They 
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They take the bark of a particular 
tree; which they dip in the ſea at three 
ſpring-tides, and as often dry it in the 
ſun, which is the ſuperſtitious part of the 
manufacturing: they then rub it with 
infinite labour between two ſtones, till it 
becomes of a durable texture z and, after 
praying over it for three days in a man» 
ner moſt fervently ridiculous, they deem 
it fit for wear, and bind it round their 


middles accordingly. 

The earth produces a great quantity 
of herbage, fruit, and flowers, ſpontane- 
ouſly ; ſome reſembling what is familiar 
to us, and ſome unknown to this part of 
the world. They have a great many- 
0 ſmall 
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ſmall horſes, who ſeem to want the ſaga- 
city of thoſe of Europe : they have many 
different ſorts of cattle, and hogs in 


| abundance, which is their moſt common 


They are expert fiſhermen, making 
| hooks from ſhells reſembling mother-of- 


pear), and lines with ſome ſtrong weeds 
and the bark of trees. 


Their huts conſiſt of two ſtories ; the 
lower for their cattle and ſwine, and the 
upper for themſelves. | 


In order to dreſs their victuals, they 
make a large fire round a ſmooth flat 
tal ſtone, 


al 


* 
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ſtone, on which they place their food; and 
when it is about half done, eat it vora- 
ciouſly, frequently burning their fingers 
through eagerneſs. * 


They make a diſagreeable kind of 
muſick with the horn of a creature re- 
ſembling a cow, and dance in a manner 
perfectly frantic. He who can make the 
loudeſt noiſe, 1 is accounted the beſt muſi- 
cian; and if it were poſſible for a Geor- 
gonian to break the drum of his friend's 
ear, he would be idolized as the Handel 
of the iſland. 


Here is an excellent harbour, which, 
with a trifling expence, might be ren- 
D 2 dered 
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dered ſerviceable t to England, and formi. 
dable to Spain, in caſe of any future 


War. | 


The Georgonians are great hypocrites 
and great thieves ; for, in order to make 
a parade of their good nature and gene- 
roſity, they will make a preſent of any of 
their property to an acquaintance z which 
they will be fure to take an opportunity 
privately t to ſteal from him again, | 


They have a kind of double govern- 
ment : their King preſides in all hunting- 
matches, military affairs, and public or 
private games, and puniſhes any delin- 
quent that offends in any particular re- 

5 | ſpecting 
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ſpecting his department; as the Queen 
does thoſe who are culpable in any article 
of domeſtic concern, over which ſhe pre- 
ſides: but it is very remarkable, the 
King and Queen are never ſuffered to be 
man and wife; but for what reaſon, 
none of our people could poſſibly learn. 


It was falſely ſuggeſted in the late ac- 
counts, that the women laid no claim to 
continence, but were addicted to promiſ- 
cuous commerce: but ſuch aſſertions are 
entirely groundleſs, for they are remarks» - 
ably chaſte, and ſeldom or never known 
to offend againſt the conjugal reſtrictions, 
unleſs ſome ſudden accident happens at 
the critical time, which, as they are very 

D 3 | ſuper- 
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ſuperſtitious, influences their conduct; 
for they look upon any occurrence which 
ſeems to favour him who is trying to per- 
ſuade them out of their virtue as a mira- 
cle, and fancy Snouteye their deity com- 
mands their compliance. This occa- 
ſioned the miſconſtruction of the people 


of the P man of war, with regard to 
one of the Georgonian women. The 


ſtory is this: 


. 


When ſeveral of the natives were on 
board the D=—, one of the women 
ſeemed particularly fond of an officer be- 
longing to the ſhip; but her huſband 
being preſent, and ſeeming too jealous to 
be ſufficiently inattentive to their pro- 


ceedings 
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ceedings for her to obtain her wiſh, ſhe 
very artfully went and cut away her huſ- 
band's canoe, and then came andinformed 
him of the accident, who precipitately 
left her, to recover his boat; by the means 
of which, ſhe found an opportunity to 
enjoy what ſhe deſired. | 


But the truth is, the officer appeared 
rather too fond of the woman, who, be- 
ing troubled to fee her huſband uneaſy at 
his behaviour, intended to go and ſtay in 
the canoe till her huſband was ready to 
return; but, finding the boat had juſt 
broken its bark- ſecurity by its motion, 
ſhe in a fright told her huſband, who ran 
to regain 'his canoe (che greateſt part of 
his riches); and the wife in the mean 
24 time, 
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time, urged by traditional ſuperſtition, 
ſubmitted to what no ee could 
have —_— 


*- 


They have a very particular method of 
courting. The agreement is made between 
the parents. As ſoon as the young peo- 
ple are acquainted with it, the damſel 
cuts a ſtick, about a yard in length, 
from a particular tree dedicated to the 
deity Snouteye ; and, after having braided 
ſome of her hair round it in a curious 
manner, ſends it by her father to her in- 
tended bridegroom, who buries it in the 
ground for the ſpace of three days; then, 
taking it up, he goes to viſit his miſtreſs. 
As ſoon as ſhe perceives him, ſhe runs 
to meet him with a ſeeming extaſy ; and, 

. kneeling 
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kneeling before him, places his right- 
foot upon her head, with which he does 
ber the favour to ſpurn her to the ground. 
When ſhe gets up, he drives her be- 
fore him to the tree from whence the 


ſtick was cut; and, after binding her 
arms round the trunk of it, beats her 
for a conſiderable time, in a moſt unmer- 
eiful manner; demanding of her, in the 
dreathing intervals, © whether ſhe will 
« promiſe to be obedient? if he ſnould 
© admit aha 3 . 
« for him?“ mla 9153 190 7 


— nn 


When ſhe has ſeveral times given a 
faithful promiſe bf obedience, and he 
has ſufficiently exerciſed himſelf, he un 
ties her, and drives her home again to 

| D 5 her 
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her father ; and, if he has beat her in 
ſuch a manner as to diſable her for a 
month or ſix weeks, it is prognoſticated 
that he will make a moſt excellent huſ. 
band. 


When the day appointed for the nup- 
tial ceremony arrives, the bride and 
bridegroom are bound faſt together, back 
to back, with cords made of the bark 
of trees, and then throw into the ſea, 
where they are very handſomely ducked 
till they are almoſt dead, to the great di- 
verſion of their relations and friends. 


When they have ſufficiently recovered 
themſelves, two cudgels are brought to 
them, and one preſented to each: the 

| bride- 
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bridegroom retains his ; but the bride 
delivers up hers to the prieſt, who muſt 
either promiſe to lay the firſt night with 
the bride, or immediately to make uſe of 
the cudgel in his own defence againſt the 
bridegroom ; and the prieſt very often 
chuſes to be well drubbed, rather than 
execute a commiſſion which cuſtom and 
prejudice has taught him to look upon 
with horror. So different are people, in 
different parts of the world, in their man- 
ner of thinking upon the ſame ſubject! 


After marriage, if the women give 
their tongues too much liberty, and do 
not keep: them quiet immediately upon 
the huſband's holding up his little finger, 
for the firſt offence the tongue is lit, 

D 6 and 
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and for the ſecond, clipped. A great 
number of thoſe who have been puniſhed 
in this manner are to be ſeen; for the 
women in this inland are not inclined to 


taciturnity any more than choſe of other 
Parts of the world. 


While the ſhip lay at this place, Mr. 
Wood, one of the young gentlemen who 
was a volunteer in the expedition, fell 


accidentally overboard. He was with 


fome difficulty taken up ſenſeleſs, Seve- 
ral were affiduouſly employed in trying 
to recover him ; and among the reſt Mr. 


Wilſon, who, unbuttoning his waiſtcoat, 
and opening * ſhirt - collar in order to 


[give 
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give him air, to his great amazement 


'S 


perevived't it wWas a woman. 
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Upon the recovery of ber ſenſes, the 
lady found that her ſex had been diſc o- 
vered : ſhe bluſhed exceedingly, and 
begged to be conveyed to her own cabin, 


where ſhe deſired to be lefr alone. | 


When this diſcovery was made, the 
Captain was on ſhore, but, returning 
ſoon after, he was informed of the affair : 
he had ſcarce received this intelligence, 
when Mr. Smith was brought on board 
in a languiſhing condition, having re- 
ceived a dangerous wound in the right- 
ſide with an arrow, from a Georgonian 
who thought him rather to free with his 

wife. 
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wife. Upon the ſurgeon's opening his 
cloaths in order to dreſs the wound, he 
was no leſs amazed than Mr. Wilſon had 
been, upon finding his patient likewiſe to 
be of the ſofter ſex, The affair was im- 
mediately made known to the Captain, 
who cried, © Ods my life! I think I muſt 
* have the whole ſhip” screw over- hauled, 
« to know which are men, and which are 
« omen!“ 


© The next day, the youngeſt lady 
being quite recovered, and the eldeſt able 
to ſit up, the Captain intreated them to 
relate the occaſion of their metamor- 


phoſis, if they had no particular reaſon 
to eonceal it. 
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The youngeſt immediately gave them 
che ſatisfaction they deſired, as follows: 


« My name is Hammond: my father 
«is a wealthy merchant of Plymouth, 
« in Devonſhire, where I was born. Se- 
% yeral young gentlemen of the place 
* paid their addreſſes to me; but none 
* could make the leaſt impreſſion on my 
heart. | 


* I had not the leaſt conception 1 


ce of love, and fancied the ridiculous ac- 
« tions it cauſed many of my acquain- 
© tances to commit, proceeded from ſome 
defect in their underſtandings. 


„ Theſe 
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* Theſe, were my thoughts, till the 
*« ſhip we are in came into our harbour, 
The firſt. perſon who ever inſpired me 
with the ſoft paſſion was that lady, 
*. whom I then took to be a young gen- 
« tleman, So far was my reaſon blinded 
« by my inclination, that I determined to 
make a declaration of my paſſion, 1 
« was well aſſured, that I could not pre- 
% vail upon myſelf to throw off the de- 
« corum incumbent on my ſex fo far as 
to do it verbally : therefore I reſolved 
© to communicate my ſentiments by let- 
ter. I ſat down, I believe, an hun- 
„ dred times, to write, without being 
« able to ſatisfy myſelf with what I had 


written: I blotted out, interlined, ad- 
ce ded, 
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60 Fe and 1 and at 
« laſt diſcovered, that I ſhould be no 


« better able to pen my „ than 
enten "IC 1211 | 


« At length, this abſurd: project cæ me 
e into my head; which I accompliſhed 
by deluding one of my ſuitors whom 
6] diſliked more than the reſt. I pro- 
* miſed to give him my hand in mar- 
e riage, if he would comply with one re- 
« queſt which I ſhould, make of him. 
« He ſwore to perform whatever I de- 
e fired, - I told him, as I found an inſur- 
e mountable inclinatian to travel, that 


he mult promiſe to let me (in his com- 


** pany) make a tour through the moſt 


remark-. 
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remarkable places in Europe during 
e the firſt year of our marriage, and that 
e ſhould begin our journey the very 
<« day after the ceremony was performed; 
but, that I might oratify my curiolity 
* with more freedom than cuſtom per- 
© mitted to my ſex, I would chuſe to 
< travel in man's apparel. 


4 As the line of my lover's underſtand- 
ing was not very long, he did not per- 
_ ceive the impropriety of fuch a pro- 
«jet; but readily ſwore to acquieſce 
jn whatever I thought proper to pro- 
_ poſe. Thus I procured a cheſt of 
© every article proper for a man to ap- 

*< pear in, and then eloped from my fa- 

e ther's. 
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« ther's houle, in the middle of the 


e night, with my lover. 


« We proceeded with the utmoſt ex- 
« pedition towards London; but at 
„ Wincheſter J pretended to be taken 
ill, and perſuaded my lover to leave 
« me to the care of the landlady, while 
| © he proceeded to London to procure a 


licence. 


« As ſoon as he was departed, I took 
« a poſt-chaiſe and ſet off for Portſ- 
mouth, at which place I knew your 
* ſhip would be, as it had failed for that 


port ſome time before I left my father's 
„ houſe. 


* 
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* houſe. You may remember, Captain 
« Gayton, that you eafily admitted me 
« as a volunteer paſſenger in the expe- 
« dition. When I had been a few weeks 
* on board, I found I had taken a very 
« wrong ſtep; for, by trying to appear 
«'2miable in the character of a man, in- 
4 ſtead of inſpiring love, I was only 
© likely to create eſteem. Thus was I 
in 4 very Eitical perplexity, till my 
« falling into the fea, when I imagined 
« the diſcovery of my ſex might bring 
c me great ſatisfaction, without offending 
my delicacy, if I may. be allowed to 
« uſe that word after the lengths I have 
«run. The accident which happened 
© to that lady, ſoon made me petceive 
« the vanity of my expectations: but, 


* houever, though I was diſappointed 
: «of 
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< of her love, I hope to obtain her friend- 
« ſhip, and the good opinion of every 
one preſent; for, though I have acted 
« without diſcretion, I have not been cri- 
* minal, even in thought.” 
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Miſs. Hammond here concluded her 
narrative; and the Captain told her, < he 
« liked her better, now he found ſhe was a 
* woman, than when ſhe appeared as a 
man: for, added he, fmiling, tho” 
* I allow you to be a -ſpirited girl, yet 
e you was but a ſneaking young fellow.” 


This put all the company into a good 
humour; and the other lady found ſhe 


could not with propriety with-hold the 
parti- 
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particulars concerning herſelf from their 
knowledge. She therefore gave this ac- 
count _ herſelf, without * farther in- 


* My father, whoſe name was Lloyd, 
poſſeſſed an eſtate of about twelve hun- 
« dred a year. My mother died when! 
<« was ſo very young, that I don't remem- 
<« ber to have had one; but my father's 
< care and tenderneſs never gave me 0c- 
« caſion to regret her loſs. 


OP ke 


Our uſual reſidence was Shrewſbury, 
* where my father employed all his time 
© in cultivating my mind; but he found 


*© me in every reſpect ſo very different 
from 
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« from all the women that had ever fallen 
ander his notice, that he was puzzled 
« in what manner to act: he had too 
much good ſenſe to imagine he could 
« eradicate any ſtrong propenſity im- 
« bibed from nature; but, at the ſame 
« time, thought it very poſſible to turn 
et the ſtream of inclination into another 
channel, and divert its courſe from that 


* which would lead to the greateſt abſur- 
« dities, 


« Many women have given uncom- 
mon proofs of courage; but thoſe proofs 
« have generally ariſen from the ſudden 
«* impulſe of ſome violent paſſion; or, 
e their minds being irritated by the in- 

« fluence 
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« fluence of inclination, they are heroic 

<« for a; moment, and then ſink into their 

c natural timidity : but how few females 
© are conſtitutionally” brave or courage- 


« ous from reſſection! 
2 # Þ 
ous from re f 
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«1 was, born, wich a moſt intrepid 
2 « ſoul; and contemplation, joined to ex. 
" perience, inſtead of damping my ſpi- 
« rit, only ſerved to increaſe it. 


<< I regretted being born of the ſofter 
< ſex, whoſe ſouls I could not perſuade 


* myſelf to think were half formed. 


] diſdained the gaudy trappings and 
&, Pageantry of ſnew which engage the 
attention 
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« attention of the female world: I loved 
« to be ſimply neat; but deſpiſed equally 
« the ſuperbneſs of oſtentation, and the 
e elegance of unaffected gaiety. | 


« The ſmall talk of a tea - table was 
* my averſion; but the ſolidity of a 
“ manly converſation enchanted me. 


e delighted in reading the beſt hi- 
* ſtorians or military biographers; but 
© loſt my patience at the inſipidity of ro- 
ee mances and novels, particularly mo- 
« dern novels; for the authors of theſe 
productions, wanting to bring forth 
* ſomething new, and being ſenſible that 

Vor. II. E nature 
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nature had already been very nearly 
« exhauſted, favcied they could only lay 
_ & claim to novelty. by being unnatural: 
<« in purſuance of which vain imagina- 
<« tions, they have made the preſs groan 
cc with ſo much ſentimental inſipidity and 
truly delicate nonſenſe, that a perſon 
E ought to be as ſtupid as the writer, who 


« could have patience to read one of 
ie theſe pieces. Without conſidering 
tc the difference of genius, education, tem- 

 < perature, and diſpoſition, all their be- 
| cc roes ſtamp, frown, complain, intreat, 
* « execrate, and in every other particular 
« act exactly in the ſame manner, under 
10 the influence of the ſame paſſion ; and 
« all their heroines bluſh, faint, 1cream, 
& exert themſelves, act with ſincerity, or 


1 4e diſſem- 
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« diſſemble, upon the very ſame occaſion. 
“Thus, though they deviate from the 
path of propriety, and quit nature for 
« abſurdity, - yet there is ſuch a ſameneſs 
« in their abſurdities, as plainly evinces 
« their dearth of invention. 


Upon reading, I did not wiſh to imi- 
tate a Clariſſa or a Sophia Weſtern in any 
* thing but virtue or benevolence; nor 
ce could I admire the domeſtic heroiſm 
« of a Tom Jones or a Lovelace. To me 
there was ſomething effeminate in the 
man who would, even upon a puncbilio 
<« of falſe honour, draw his ſword in vin- 
e dication of a bad action, or thraugh a 
meer piece of gallantry. 


E 2 3 
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Not that my admiration was placed 
© on the lawleſs conqueror : Alexander the 
Great, crowned with victorious wreaths, 
«and drawn in his triumphant car, with 
ce vaſſal kings attending in his train, al- 


e ways to me appeared a ſplendid robber: 


<« Julius Cæſar has fewer dark ſhades to 
e obſcure his character, but is far from 


being an hero of mine. 


ec Scanderberg, the Czar Peter, Ta- 
ic merlane the Great, Alfred, and his late 
« Majeſty King George the Second the 
Father of his People, who warred with 
« the paſſions of mankind, or, when they 
- drew the ſword, conquered but to ſave, 
2 were 
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te were the heroes of my warmeſt admi- 


„ ration. 


«© Theſe were the heroes chat excelled 


e all the champions of romance; as Queen 


Philippa, conſort to Edward the Third, 
and Queen Elizabeth, did all the he- 
* roines of the moſt hy perbolical imagi- 
nation: which proves that ſimple truth 


« and unadorned nature always appear 


* more amiable to the unprejudiced eye, 


te than fictitious embelliſhments and la- 


« boured art. 


« My father, when I arrived at the age 
« of ſixteen, perceived that all his endea- 


«© yours were in vain to ſink me down to 


E 3 the 
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the affectation of my ſex, or to ſoften 
eme into that effeminacy which ſome, 
eto preſerve it from ridicule, have 
thought proper to term delicacy. How- 
« ever, he was not very ſolicitous to infan- 
&« zize me, as he found I poſſeſſed a heart 
& replete with real tenderneſs, and which 
* could keenly feel for the actual diſtreſſes 
* of my fellow-creatures. 


“Thus we paſſed our time in tolerable 
« good- humour with each other till his 
* death, which happened in my ſeven- 
„ teenth year, when I went to reſide with 
© an uncle and aunt, whom my father 
had left joint-executors of his will, and 


& ouardians to me: they were very good 
« fort 
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« ſort of people, and never ſtrove to croſs 
« me in my ſtudies or purſuits, 


In the neighbourhood lived a Mr. 
« Dimple, who was a fribble in the 
« ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word. I ſhall de- 
« ſcribe him, as an architect builds, from 


*« the bottom upwards, 


“His feet were very long and narrow; 


6 genteel, and would have thought him- 
4 felf guilty of an unpardonable crime 


© who received a conſiderable ſtipend for 


« he therefore fancied them exceſſive 


had he in the leaſt neglected thein ; 
they were therefore kept in conſtant 
« repair by: an operator for the corns, | 


« that purpoſe 3 and decorated by a pair 
K 4 « of 
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« of the neateſt japanned pumps that 
« eyes ever beheld, whoſe ſhining ſur- 
faces reflected any object as clearly as 
the fineſt mirror: thus he could ſcru- 
« tinize one end of himſelf by the help 
« of the other, and adjuſt his head by 

ee the aſſiſtance of his feet. 


« His legs, which appeared like two 
4c parallel lines, and were as ſmall in the 


middle as at either end, were greatly 


* improved in their appearance by a pair 
« of artificial calves, neatly padded on 
e the inſide of a pair of the fineſt (lk 


« ſtockings that could be procured, that 


4 delighted the eye with all the colours 


e of the rainbow, proving the elegance 
| cc of 
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« of * taſte, and demonſtrating the va- 
1 riegated brilliancy of his fancy. 


— 


« He wore a. ſuit of white cloaths, 
* richly embroidered with ſilver, and cut 
« out in the very immenſity of the faſhion, 


A pair of ruffles, as thin and light as 
«* a cobweb, rendered faſhionably dingy 
with the lees of tobacco, and whoſe fine 


inter woven threads ſeemed as intricate as 
the myſtic dance of Lucretius's atoms, 
e ſhaded a pair of ſmall hands, graced 
* with the moſt beautiful taper fingers, 
« and refulgently whitened with almond- 
* powder and other ingenious prepa- 


© rations. 


E 5 % Between 
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Between the upper part of his breaſt 
ce and his chin, was a magazine of muſlin, 
« formed into an immenſe puffed ſtock; 
tt above which appeared, clad in coſmetic 
66 garb, the moſt unmeaning face that 
« ever was ſeen elevated above the ſhoul- 
"20 ders of one of thoſe two-legged ani- 
« mals commonly termed rational crea- 
ec tures. 


A load of hair, formed into curls on 
* each ſide of his head, hid his ears, and 
« eclipſed great part of his cheeks. A 
„ ſmall roſe dangled careleſsly behind; 
« while a pair of wings, conſpicuous on 
his forehead, indicated the frequent 


flights of his fancy; though ſome have 
« inſiſted, 
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« inſiſted, that his imagination muſt be 

extremely heavy, to require ſuch mon- 
« ſtrous wings to elevate it. 


« To crown the piece, exalted too far 
e above his forchead to be able to touch 
e it, his hat was ſeen, whoſe brim was in 
« eclipſe, and ſeemed by its narrowneſs 
like a pariſh-boy's cap; but a flaming 
button of vaſt circumference glared 
* like the ſun, and a wide-ſpreading 
1 ſpangled loop ſeemed to beholders like 
& Saturn's ring, s | 


« Add to this deſcription, the dazzling 
e brilliant that adorned the little finger 
« of his right-hand, and the ſplendid 
E 6 © harm- 
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0 harmleſs ornament that decked his 
= thigh, you have the compleat portrait 
e of a reptile, who was formed by nature 
eto be my averſion. 


After my deſcription of his perſon 
4 and dreſs, I don't imagine any one will 
* enquire about his underſtanding, be- 
« cauſe it would be an abſurdity to ſup- 
« poſe he had any : however, as he was a 
e meer machine, put into motion by folly 
* and impertinence, I ſhall mention ſome 
* of his movements. 


From the time of his riſing from bed 
« till the hour of dinner, he was always 
employed in decorating his perſon, 

„ ſtudying 
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« ſtudying graces, and reading the b:llet- 
e Joux he had written to himſelf, which 
« he afterwards threw careleſsly about, 
« that his ſervants might find-them, and 
« publiſh his amours. 


&« After the momentous buſineſs of the 
e toilet, and dinner bad in form, if the 


« weather was fine, and no wind ſtirring 


« to diſcompoſe his hair, or diſcommode 
« his dreſs, he would take a ramble in 
* the Quarry, a beautiful ſhady walk near 


e Shrewſbury, on the banks of the Severn : 


« but whenever Boreas let the winds 
out of priſon, he likewiſe confined Mr. 


« Dimple ; ſo that his motions were as 


regular as the packet-boats : for when 


„ the weather was bad he received vi- 
« ſits, 


| 
| 
|| 
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«firs, but when it was fine he paid 
* vin. 

When he 1 viſits, he always 
< entertained the company with an ac- 
c count of his own importance, and the 
c immenſe pains he was at to procure the 
«© quickeſt intelligence of ſcandal and 
«new faſhions: when he paid viſits, he 
« oleaned at one table a ſufficient quantity 
c of calumny by wholeſale, to retail at 
« half a dozen others. 


Near the Forehead· abbey a Mr. Soft · 
„palm lived, who was an inſeparable 
« companion and humble imitator of 
* Mr. Dimple: they were vouchers for 
« each other's fame; but with this differ- 

: © ence, 
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« ence, that Mr. Softpalm profeſſed he 
« believed Mr. Dimple to be the very 
« preateſt genus in the univarſal world ; and 
« Mr. Dimple would ſay in a careleſs 
* manner, that he thought Mr. Softpalm 
« g veery pretty fellow, and really conceived 
« be ſhould be able to make ſomewhat of him 
* in a ſerus of time. Thus you ſee a ſu- 
e periority on the part of Mr. Dimple 
„Was acknowledged by Mr. Softpalm. 


« I very frequently drefled myſelf in 
man's apparel, and iſſued privately 
« forth to a coffee-houſe or tavern, in or- 
« der to converſe with greater freedom 
* than I could in the habit of my own ſex 
with the lords of the creation. In one 
of theſe excurſions, I accidentally hap- 
pened to ſit in the very next ſeat to that 
employed 
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<« employed by Meſſieurs — and 
Softpalm. 


8 As Mr. Dimple, by having the liberty 
40 to viſit at my, uncle 8, had lately given 
cc me to underſtayd that he had a very 
__ « particular tendre for me, though he had 
« not formally declared himſelf my lover, 
« ] was curious to know if he could pol- 
00 fibly be as ridiculous in converſing with 
« his own ſex, as he was in his devoirs to 
„ me; when 1 was entertained with the 
« following dialogue, which I perfectly 
« remember, and will repeat for the di- 
1 verſion of the company preſent. 


DIAVLE. 
* Hem! pray, friend Softpalm, do 
you know any thing of Miſs Lloyd?” 


SOF T's 
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SOFTPALM. 


I have ſeen her: but ] can't ſay that 
* ſhe is of my particular parties, or agree- 
« able to my goũt.“ 


D1MPLE. 


* Oh! you'd expire with pleaſure to 
ebe in her company —her air and penſees 
« are ſo replete with ridicule, that may 
“I be petrified to anniliation if I am not. 
« ready to 


Die with ſome ſudden extazy of joy, 


« as little Alec Pope ſays, whenever J ſee 
* the hawk-ard thing.“ 


SOFT- 
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SOFTPALM. 


4 1 ſhould be eternally obliged to you, 
te to introduce me to the brateſſe, that we 


cc may participate of the ſublime raptures 
* which her dro//zſe muſt excite—hem |!” 


Diner. 


« will engage my reputation to intro - 
« duce you; for the old people perfectly 
L adore me, for my condeſcending humilia- 
* tion in honouring them with my com- 
© pany. Oh! we ſhall enjoy the ſcene in 
« menſely=he !—he!—he!-<-I can't for- 
« bear ſmiling at the thoughts of the 


©« craler. 
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* crater. — Wou'd you think it, becauſe 
« ] have, pour paſſer le tems, badinted a 
« little with her, and diverted myſelf with 
« her follies, ſhe has conceived a great 
*« penchant for my perſon, and fallen de- 
« ſperately in love with me | Hem! poor 
« filly fool! to fancy my refined imagina- 
* tion would accede to a coal-itzon with her 
« efprit barbire! Egad, the very image 
« &ſarders my whole fabric; for the 
crater has ſo literaturiſied her head, that 
* ſhe has poſitively brutified her body. 
6 Egad, Tommy, the ridiculous thing 
e fancies that madman Charles the 
© Twelfth of Sweden was a finer gentle- 
man than Beau Fielding,” 


SOFT = 


——— ———. q 
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SOFTPALM. 


*« Ridiculous! But what can you ex- 
« pet from one ſo immenſely irrational 


« as to deſpiſe laced cloaths ?” 


D1MPLE. 


Very true; and one day ſhe was Hardi 
10 enough fooliſhly to inſiſt upon it, in 
« contradiction to my agreements, that a 
« gentleman had no manner of occaſion 
« for a huſwife or pincuſhion, when | 
6c think them more uſeful than a ſword,” 


Sor rpALM. 


“ Certainly ; for I muſt confeſs I can't 
& ſee the uſe of a ſword, unleſs it be 
_ worn 


60 


« 


« 
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« worn for the fake of the knot which 


« decorates the handle. Did you ever 
fight a duel, Jackey ?” 


D1MPLE, 


« Oh! yes, ſeveral; but then 1e 
4 take care to know my man.“ | 


SOFTPALM, 


* To know your man?” 


DIMPLE. 


« Yes, certainly ; otherwiſe a duel 
* might really be dangerous: for ſome 
* of your fellers, that don't fear death, 
have actually no manner of reſpect for 


cc us 
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« us fine gentlemen in ſuch affairs; ſo l 
m always careful nat to offend ſuch 
« an one; or if, in deſpight of all my 
&« care, a quarrel ſhould happen, why J 
e beg his pardon, which prevents miſ- 
« chief, and proves my politeneſs, But 
„hen two of us have any flight differ. 
* ence, it ſhould never be paſſed over 
te without a duel, The laſt duel ! 
* fought was with Billy Niggle : we had 
« ſome words concerning Miſs Fanny 
« Flaremuch ; for he perſiſting to main- 

„ tain that ſhe ſquinted with her right 
eye only, and 1 being as pa/itive that 
** ſhe ſquinted with both eyes, our alter- 


« cation laſted till we reſalved to decide | 
« jt by combat, We went home to pre- 


5 pare accordingly 3 and then meeting 
cc in 
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* in the Quarry ——hem !—we drew 


ce our foils when 1 diſarmed him at 


« the ſecond paſs----though Billy don? c 
« fence amiſs ; but it was my fortune to 
« be conqueror. I immediately poſted 
« away with the news to Mifs Fiaremuch, 
« who called me her hero, and that very 
night yielded up her virtue to my em. 
« braces : but ſoon | 


The morn and cold indi rence 


66 came: . 


Darn 


60 for, n 1 was tired of her 5 nem 
“ day.” 


SOFTPALM, 
„Hel. he [---he l. hem you're a 
* cruel conqueror, Jackey.“ 


DtiMPLE, 
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Diners. 


De « Why ay 1 fo the fond fools tell me; 
& but I ſhould deſerve the imputation of 
= cruelty much more, if, for the ſake of 
6 © being conſtant to one, I ſhould make a 
cc thouſand poor languiſhing cratures un- 
* happy. However, the day I left Miſs 
6e Flaremuch, I was puniſhed for my infi- 


* delity ; for I ſprained my ancle in ſo 
« violent a manner, that it pained me al- 
© moſt ſeven minutes: however, to make 
eme amends, in two days time Miss 
&« Lloyd and I underſtood each other.” 


SOFTPALM. 
„ What! you've had her too? 


D11MPLE. 
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DrurLkE. 


O yes. The poor doating fool was 
1 languiſhing for me day and night. I 
t pitied her; and at length my good-nater 
« (of which I have a large ſhare) pre- 
ee yailed over my delicacy, and I conde- 
*« ſcended to gratify her deſires ; which 
* made her ſo happy, that the expreſ- 
e ſions of her gratitude and thankfulneſs 
« were quite fulſome, and really hurt 
© my modeſty a great deal.“ 


* / * 
— I could now no longer forbear; 
but, interrupting the converſation, 


„ begged to ſpeak a word or two with 
Mr. Dimple. 


Vor. II. x &« He 
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„He (not knowing me) ſeemed ſur. 
« prized, and would have retired wlch 
me: but I told him my buſineſs required 
no ſecreſy. He looked very blank 
dar obſerving my countenance, into 
«c which [ had ſtrained. all the terror [ 


| | ; « poſſibly could. 


„Mr. Dimple, I flatter myſelf your 
< politeneſs [ here he brightened up a little] 


« will excuſe my impertinent curioſity, 
| | ce in having taken the liberty to liſten to 
| « your private 20e a tẽte with your friend, 
4 ſince 1 was actuated by 0 ardent de- 
« fire to know how ſo fine a geritleman 
& \ here bis fear — entirely diſſipated] 

Bs e would 
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« would acquit himſelf in his convivial 
« hours of converſation : but great was 
« my ſurprize, to hear you traduce the 
ce character of two ladies of my acquaint- 


« ance,” 


«Si, 


«© No interruption, good Sir Miſs 

« Flaremuch, whom I believe you have 
« yillainouſly belied, though indiſcreet, 
« ] can venture to affirm, 1s not criminal ; 
* and Miſs Lloyd, whoſe character no 
one ever ventured to impeach before, 
«is a lady whom 1 reſpect as much as I 
« do myſelf, You muſt therefore either 
F 2 « deny 


- 
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9 deny your aſſertions, and confeſs your- 
<« ſelf a baſe calumniator, or give me im- 
mediately the ſatisfaction of a gentle- 
6c man. | 


] perceived he was very much ter- 


< rified : but he ſtrove to hide it; and 


<« attempted to ſcrew his features into a 
« forced ſmile, which gave his counte- 
© riance an appearance ſo triſtfully comic, 
that it was with ſome difficulty J pre- 
« ſerved the ſeverity of my looks. 


He hel-he—why, Sir, excuſe 


60 my riſibility; but I can't refrain ſmiling 


« at the ſucceſs of my plot. Why the 


« whole 
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ce whole affair was conſarted in a whiſper, 
only out of a little harmleſs mirth, juſt 
© to nettle you. A little an. it, 


40 Tommy * 


« Yes, indeed it was: Jackey ſpeaks 
nothing but the truth.“ 


93 


„ Ay, ſo 1 b you (you ſee I'm 

% above telling a lye to any body): as 
« ſoon as you comes in, what does me ] do, 
but whiſper friend Softpalm here 


« ant I, Tommy!“ 


Tes, you did, pen honour.” 
f Hil ene | 


oF « Ay! 
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« Ayl ſo I fay : you ſee I ſcorn a 
< lye. But, as I was ſaying, as ſoon as 
* you comes in, I whiſpers me Tommy 
« here, as he has told you——'Gad's 
« curſe, ſays I, here's a ſuitor of Miſs 
« Lloyd's !—— ſuppoſe we have a little 
& drolleſſe with him: = With all my 
* heart, ſays Tommy. = Didn't you, 
Tommy ?” 


Indeed did.“ 


“ Very well: you ſee J ſcorn a lye. 
* And ſo, what does I do, but frame a 
tale about Miſs Lloyd, and talked 


about Miſs Flaremuch, only to make 
you 


FA 3 
„ * Aa 
. 
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© you think our diſcourſe was not meant 
« to you, that it might take the more ef- 
« fect. I intended to beg your pardon 
« afterwards, and court your acquaint- 
* ance. I have told you nothing but 
truth; nothing elſe, pon honour. Have 
* I, Tommy?“ 


“ You have not, as I hope to be ad- 
„ mired.” 


Nothing but a joke, Sir nothing 
«elſe, indeed. I hope you won't be of- 


« fended at a little harmleſs raillery.“ 


© What, then, you've ſeen me be- 
„fore? 


F 4 “ Oh, 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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„ Oh, dear Sir! a hundred times: I 
< admire your converſation very much. 
It was but laſt Tueſday that I intreated 
64 Miſs Lloyd to introduce me to your 
t acquaintance, I mentioned my re- 
« queſting ſuch a favour to my friend 
© here——didn't I, Tommy? 


*« Certainly you did.“ 


1 did not think it worth while to 
put him to the trouble of framing any 
«© more excuſes : but thoſe he had al- 


« ready made put me in mind of Queen 
66 Elizabeth, who uſed to make this ob- 
« ſervation, That anger made dull men 

8 
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« witty, but kept them poor: ſo I imagined 
« from this affair, that fear makes fools 
« coitty, but. keeps them in 4 whole Nin. 
“ However, in deſpight of this maxim, 
e reſolved they ſhould not go ſcot- free. 
“ ſoon found I was not one of thoſe 
they choſe to encounter ſword in hand: 
] therefore caned them both very hear- 
« tily, which they bore with a Chriſtian 
« reſignation and philoſophical patience, . 
e ſuffering more through . cowardice, . 
than a brave man would in his defence. 
„When I had, as! thought, diſciplined 
them ſufficiently, I returned home, 
« where. I found ſeveral perſons upon a 
« viſit at my. uncle s, among whom was 
« Miſs Flaremuch, I changed my dreſs, 
and, entering the parlour, for the firſt: 
F 5. time 
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by: time informed the company of my fre- 
ce quent excurſions i in man's apparel, for 
* none but wy. woman ever before knew 
« of my diſguiſing myſelf; and told them 
« all the particulars of my late adven- 
« ture, which occaſioned a great deal of 
© diverſion 2 and. I received a very polite 
compliment from Miſs Flaremuch, for 
« ſojuſtly chaſtizing a coxcomb whom 
© ſhedeſpiſed. 


| __ The Jaugh attheexpenceof Meſſi eurs 
| 6 Dimple and Softpalm was ſcarcely 
2 over, when the two redoubtable heroes 
were announced by the ſervant. We 
« could not imagine the intention of 
« their viſit; j but! begged the company 
* to be ſilent wich regard to to the late 
6 adven- 
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« adventure with which I had been en- 
" * tertaining them, as [ had no manner of 
6 doubt but 1 we ſhould have paar $3 di- 


« * verting ſcene... x 


Ty" 


} A "S. 


40 t They entered the room wht as much 
© unconcern as if nothing had happened, 
" : and I could perceive were ſecretly plu- 
©* ming themſelves upon ſome ſtratagem 
*« which employed their imaginations.— 
« After the ufual ceremonies; and ſome 
« trifling remarks on common-place to- 
pics, Mr. Dimple began to open his 
« wiſe ſcheme, by addreſſi ing myſelf and 


1 NMiſs F laremuch! in this manner : 44 ** 


1431 FY — 
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*s 4 - 
* wt % 


1738 « Hem Indeed, ladies, 3 you are mock 


« « beholden to me, and my friend here, 


a for vindicating your reputations : 


<< ſpeak in particular to Miſs Lloyd and 
6 Miſs Flaremuch. Indeed, ladies, | 


« declare nothing but the truth, as Mr. 


40 « Softpalm, here can teſtify. Do 1, 
10 * Tommy! 15 


<< Noting al, pon honour.” 


„ No, ladies, frown me to perdition, 
« if ] would not annilibate myſelf, before 
« Pd be guilty of a falſehood no 
« Verit- aſ is my motto. But, as I was 
2 © ſaying, myſelf, and 3 here, 

« chanced 


. 
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&« chanced to over- hear a couple of ſcoun- 


* drels. at a certain coffee-houle z. the: 
* mention of the names of Miſs F lare- 
« much and Miſs Lloyd made us atten- 
« tive to their diſcourſe ;. we could do no 
« leſs, you know, ladies: but the infa- 
«.mous brutes vilified you both, ladies, 
« in ſuch a ſcandalous, ſuch an atrocious 
t manner, that we loſt all patience ; and, 
« after making them deny their words, 
« we can*d*em both very Ger * 7 
we, Tommy! * 8 


„We did, fink me.“ 


cc We did, indeed 5 for I ſcorn a falle- 
hood, and obliged them to aſk our par- 
cc. dons very ſubmiſſiyely,” 


© Your: 
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C « Your. badi, ? ſays 1 W by, by 
« your own account, they, had not of- 
< fended you, but us.” l f 
** 
Very true, Ma 'am; but we; eſteem- 
ing ourſelves your plem . pot: in. cberries, 
could do no otherwiſe than act as am- 
<« Zofſaders; and, after granting the infa- 
0 mous raſcals a pardon, we came to you 


10 bave the treaty ratified,” 


4e. And you have not invented this 
« affair, through your wonted politeneſs, 
to entertain the e ? We may 


venture to depend upon it; as a fact E 


Oh! 
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«Oh! an abſolute fact, Madam; bro- 
« ther Softpalm, here, will vouch for my 
«* veracty. What lay you, Tommy-?” 


„ Mr. Dimple has told you nothing, 
ladies, but what you may very well 
venture to believe: he is incapable of 
<« uttering a falſehood.““ 


& So it ſeems, ſays my uncle. But pray 
4 did you cane thoſe ſcoundrels you ac- 
* cidentally over-heard, before or after 
“ you yourſelves were caned for the ſame 
« ctime, by being likewiſe accidentally 
« gyer-heard ?” bes 


6" 
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Sir, you are pleaſed to be merry.” 


Indeed I am very merry: the detec- 
«tion of your cowardice and effrontery 
. can excite nothing but mirth.”” 


19.3 *Pon honour, Sir, you are extremely 
« diverting :—but I really have not the 

<« pleaſure.of comprehending your mean- 
* ing. Do you underſtand. the. gentle-- 
„man, Tommy?“ 


Not in the leaſt, as I hope for 
4 perdition: I mean, as I hope for * 
gion.“ 


oy Why 
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« Why then, if you do not compre- 
« hend me, gentlemen, I muſt firſt pay 
« you a compliment which you well de- 
« ſerve, particularly Mr. Dimple; and 
« afterwards explain my meaning. If 
e thoſe who excel deſerve applauſe, you 
* certainly, for your unparalleled impu- 
& dence, merit the greateſt praiſes. But 
©« now, to enter upon my explanation, 
« and clear up all myſteries:. Lou muſt | 
« know my niece here, who, as you ſay, 
* gentlemen, has ſo far LITER ATURIFIED 
&« ber mind, that ſhe has quite BRUTIFIED: 
&* ber body, is very whimſically inclined. 
«This morning à him took her, to 
« dtefs herſelf in man's apparel, in which | 
< diſguiſe ſhe repaired to coffee 
| c houſe, 
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« houle, where I find another whim made 
<6 her liſten to your converſation ; which 
* unluckily occaſioned her to be ſeized 
„with a till more active whim, that 
4 cauſed her to eane you both very hear- 
e tily, and has brought on your diſgrace. 
What ſay you to this, gentlemen?” 


45 
pe ” * U j „ # * 1 * by - * * , - * 3 » 0 
. 
a . * , 6. 4. -& : : * 7 
; * | . 


4 « Mr. Sofipalm looked very blank 
6 upon this matter; ; but Mr. Dimple 


40 was not fo ealily put our of humour 
* with himſelf. After fome heſitation, 


E « he broke out— 


e He! hel hel exruſes me, ladies and 
6 ben 'Y gentlemen, and ladies, 4 


<« cuſe me, May barbariſm unreſine me, 
« if 
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if I don't glory in the ſucceſs: of my 
« plot, Why we knew Miſs Lloyd the 
moment ſhe, entered the coffee- room. 


« Yes—yes——we did——ye did ;” 
[in great confuſion. (Iv: 

« 1 don't know how it was poſlible you 
it ſhould imagine we could miſtake you, 
« Miſs. No n can r ar 
«© the ſun,” { 309 [ni 


4 48 , 
4111 18 1 6e 


« Tam afraid you are but badly verſed 
« in aſtronomy, Sir.“ 8285 


« As for aſtronomy, Mam, I don't 
te trouble my head about it; but a ſimile 
« ig 
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«is a Granite; and truth is e Lind 
% d. and ſo we both knew you 
« immediately, as friend Softpalm has 
informed you; and thought, as you 
had diſguiſed your perſon for diverſion, 
that we had a right to diſguiſe our fen- 
* timents for diverſion; and ſo we re- 
| A e ſolved to nettle you at firſt, by calum- 
« nating yourſelf and Miſa Flaremuch, 
* her might afterwards pay you the 
6 greater compliment in denying what 
« we had ſaid: but you were fo very fu · 
<«-rious at laſt, that there was no explain - 
SG; ing the affair to you ; for you [winged 
« us inceſſantly; without giving us leave 


* to ſpeak; which when we found you 
ere bent upon, we bore with the 


1 « greateſt courage and diſcretion, where- 
6c by 
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« by you might perceive our profound 
te reſpect to you, and ſubmiſſion to your 
_ « pleaſure: but I hope now we ſhall 
* ſhare the thanks we really deſerve.” 


: 


1 What! then you really knew me at 
« firſt ?” 


« Inſtantly, Ma' am; you know Love 
e has piercing eyes.“ 


| 66 I thought Love was blind!“ 


« Ay! Ma'am; Tl! grant you, Love 
* was blind formerly; but time, having 
3 | proved 
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« proved an oculiſt, has cleared his eye- 
mee ed Par f U 20 


o 18 * 
9 14 1 — 


? 


« Very well, Mr. Dimple; you rea- 
te ſon very conſequentially : but if I 
< ſhould not be impertinent —— 


C 


« Nothing can be impertinent from 
e Miſs Lloyd” [bowing ]. 


13 
- - 


i 
8 


« Sir, your humble ſervant [bowing 
* in return]. But pray, had you not 
« known me, or had it been another per- 
« ſon, how would you have ated upon 
9 receiving ſuch treatment?“ 


bavory © « Wh 
| | | Ys 
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« Why, Ma'am, myſword ſhould have 
done me the juſtice that ĩt has already 
e done me in ſixteen different duels, 
« wherein I have come off conqueror. 
« Tommy Softpalm here was my ſecond. 0 
« in three. Man you; Tommy? | 


f 


« Yes, by all that's delicate“ =_ 


e You ſee that I really do ſcorn a falſe- 
% hood. Yes, Ma' am; that man who 
« had traduced either you or Miſs Flare- 
« much had much better have met a 
" Iving lion. His life muſt 0. been 


6 a forfeit to his temerity.” * 


- * — — — * 
„ — 1, ——— — ee 4 — — 


j 
; 


—— —— 


120 MEMOIRS OF 


Why then, Mr. Dimple, you have 


«an opportunity of ſhewing your cou- 
<« rage, and vindicating my reputa- 
tion; for my uncle, in what he ſaid, 
„ was joking you all the time; the real 
e perſon who aſſerts that he caned you 
« both at the coffee-houſe being near at 
hand, and ready to be produced in a 
« few minutes.” 


Why then, Ma'am, I. will but juſt 
« anſwer an appointment that is indiſ. 
* « penſable, and return in a quarter of an 
« hour to chaſtiſe the raſcal. Pray, 
« Ma'am, decoy the ſcoundrel hither, and 
keep him till I return. I'll make the 

| « yillain 


* 
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Lima (of which there are already ſo many 
deſcriptions publiſhed, that I think it 
needleſs to deſcribe-it here), he freqdent- 
ly made excurſions to the environs, and 
amuſed himſelf in traverſing the ver- 
dant fields, and ſhady woods; for 
expanded rural ſcenes could not fail of 
pleaſing one who had ſo much cauſe to 
diſlike' the circumſcribed bowels of a 
W fabric. | 


In one of thoſe excurſions he was in- 
vited, by the romantic ſituation of a beau- 
tiful hill, to gain its ſummit. He 
aſcended accordingly, and thought his 
labour was ſufficiently repaid by the 
lovely landſchape | which captivated his 
view. As he was changing his ſituation, 
Vor. 1 3 to 


* # 4 
= 


* 


| 
| 
| 
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to increaſe the variety of his proſpect, 
the ground gave way beneath his feet; 
and he ſunk, to his great ſurprize, 
gradually, for a conſiderable time, with- 
out receiving any hurt, till he found 


himſelf in a large hall, or rather kitchen, 


to which the hole through which he had 


deſcended ſeemed to be the chimney, for 
there was an appearance of a fire having 
been formerly made under it ; and when 
he had recovered himſelf ſufficiently to be 
able to reflect, he found himſelf covered 
with that kind of ſoot, which 1s pro- 
duced by a wood fire, 

He was happy to find himſelf ſo well, 
after ſo perilous a fall, but terribly un- 


eaſy concerning his ſituation; for though 
this 
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this chimney had a ſufficient declivity to 
prevent his receiving any detriment from 
his deſcent, yet it was too ſmooth and too 


perpendicular for him to reaſcend it with 


ſafety, eſpecially as he had bruſhed. off 
that foot in his fall, which might have 
aſſiſted him to climb it, by ſecuring his 
footing. 


While he was in this dilemma, he te- 
collected, that if the cavern had ever been 
inhabited, as he had great reaſon to ſup- 
poſe it had, its inhabitants would hardly 
go in and out through the chimney. 
He accordingly groped about, to ſeek 

for an entrance; but tobk care to make 
ſuch particular remarks, as would enable 
him to find the chimney. again, ſhould 

H 2 F he 


— — r re 
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he fail of ſucceſs in what he was ſeeking 


for. 


— 


He at laſt groped his way to a room 
with a lamp burning upon a table in the 
middle of it ; upon the edge of which, 
a man reclined his head, ſeemingly 
aſleep. As Mr. Wilſon was neither 
fearful nor ſuperſtitious, he boldly ad- 
vanced towards the table, with an in- 
tention to wake the ſleeping perſon, in 


order to obtain ſome directions how to 


find his way out. He went to jog him 
accordingly; but, to his amazement, 
the man vaniſhed from his touch; nor 
could he perceive, by the dim light of 
the lamp, any thing but a duſty kind of 
ſmoke in his room; which no ſooner 
4 ſubſided, 
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fubſided, than he found the chair and 
floor beneath it covered with an infinite 
quantity of dry duſt. He immediately 
conjectured, what afterwards appeared 
to be fact, that the perſon he had ſeen 
had been dead ſo long, that he was dried 
away into a duſt, which, having neither 
air nor Motion to moleſt it, had retained 
its primitive form, till his touch had 
cauſed the diſſolution which appeared 
before him. 


He was afraid to touch the lamp, 
leſt it ſhould go out in as ſudden a man- 
ner as the man had. been reduced to- 
atoms; but, luckily having a piece of 
wax bougie in his pocket, he lighted it 
without extinguiſhing the lamp, and 

H yg ſearching 


, — ee Noe — w——— —— ä — 
% - : 
© 
* 
* 
- 
- 


150 MEMOIRS OF 


ſearching about found nothing. in the 
place, but a large crucifix againſt the 
wall, and a ſmall caſket beneath its feet. 
He took up the caſket, which was very 
heavy; but the lock baffled all his at- 
tempts to open it. At laſt, he imagined' 


the perſon who had mouldered into duſt 


might perhaps have died with the key 
in his pocket — he ſearched in the 
duft accordingly, and in a little time 


found it. When he opened the caſket; 


he was ſurprized to behold a large quan- 


\ tity of jewels, of an immenſe value as 


he imagined, and a manuſcript written 
in a language which he did not under- 
ſtand. He depoſited. both jewels and 
manuſcript in his pockets, and left the 
ealket where he found it. After a great 

* many 


A 
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many turnings and windings, with his 
lighted bougie in his hand, he at laſt, to 
his great joy, diſcoyered the entrance 
into this ſubterraneous cavern, and 
in a little time found himſelf upon a 
plain which he knew. He made the 
beſt of his way to Lima; but con- 
cealed his adventure, only faying, to 
account for his dirty appearance, that 
he had fallen into a pit where they burnt 
charcoal, but had happily received no 
manner of hurt. 


Every thing being prepared for their 
departure, they Toon after fer fail for 
Jamaica; where they ſafely arrived, af- 
ter a pleaſant voyage, without meeting 
with any accident, Here Mr. Wilſon 

H 4 diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed of ſome of his jewels privately, 
for a conſiderable ſum, with which he 
purchaſed all manner of neceſſaries, and 
ſuch commodities as were proper for the 
market of London, whither he intended 


to repair with all poſſible expedition. 


As Captain Gayton's affairs wers 

likely to detain him at Jamaica for ſome 
conſiderable time, and the Captain of the 
Achilles had ſome buſineſs at Boſton, 
whither he intended to go with all poſſi- 
ble ſpeed, Mr. Wilſon, after taking a 
cordial leave of them all, embarked 


on board a merchantman for London, 


where he ſoon arrived in good health 
and ſpirits, and in a ſhort time cleared 


1 * of lading, very much to his own 
advantage 
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advantage and. ſatisfation. He made. a. 
liberal preſent to · the merchant. for whom. 
he went out as ſupercargo. He had the 
greateſt ſucceſs in the diſpoſal of his 
jewels; and, when he was a little ſettled, 
ſecured the moſt conſiderable part of his 
fortune in the public funds, as a certain: 
dependence; and with the reſt determined: 
to. hazard the precarious ſucceſs of mer- 
chandizing.. 


With a kind of mediocrity in his mans. 
ner of thinking, he reſolved to indulge His 
pafſions as far as prudence would permit; 
deſigning to enter into the amuſements- 
of this metropolis, but ſtill to ſuffer 
reaſon to direct and guide his purſuits: 
Thus, though inclination: might ſome- 


154 MEMOIRS OP 


times break through the nicer rules of 
morality, it would always keep on the 


right fide of decorum, 


He frequently enquired after vol⸗ 
pone; but could only hear that he had 


married a young wife, with whom he 
lived upon very indifferent terms; with- 


out ever being able to gain any intelli- 
gence concerning the place of his reſidence. 


One evening, as he was returning to- 
wards home, after paſſing a convivial 
afternoon with ſome ſelect friends, he 
overtook a young lady, whoſe ſymmetry. 


of perſon and agreeable movements 


__—_— his notice. He accoſted her 
ri e with 
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wich that politeneſs which was habitual 
to him; and ſhe returned it with ſome 
degree of vivacity. He preſſeed her to 
permit him to ſee her home; confeſſing 
his ſurprize, at finding a perſon of 
the appearance alone, and on foot, at 
that time in the evening. 


She familiarly rejected him. 


He repeated his ſolicitations with 
ardour. 


She at laſt told him, with a ſmile, 
* That there was but one way to engage 
* her to comply with his requeſt,” _ 


He entreated her to name it. 


H 6 — 


156 MEMOIRS OF 


Tou muſt,” ſays ſhe, become a 
« knight, errant, and venture yourſelf 
c under my convoy, unknowing and 
< unknown.” 


Pray, Madam, be more explicit.” 


« Will you conſent to become a Cupid, 
to oblige one who may find the means 
to be grateful ?”* 


Still, Madam, you leave me in the 
« dark, What you deſire is perfectly 
<« enigmatical. I cannot poſſibly ſignify 
« my aſſent, before 1 OT the 
& requeſt,”? 


44 FS " Then, 
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* Then, Sir, it is this: you muſt” 
& conſent, like Cupid, to have a ban» 
é dage before your eyes, in order to con- 
t ceal from your knowledge the place 
& whither I ſhall conduct you. Nay, be 
« not furprized, no harm will happen 
« to you. I have ſome very particular 
<« reaſons for acting in ſuch a manner. 
« But you are to uſe your own diſcre- 
« tion.“ 


Curioſity and caution, prudence and 
paſſion, had now a terrible conflict in 
the breaſt of Mr. Wilſon; but at laſt the 
fleſh very fairly prevailed over the fpirit, 
and he implicitly acquieſced in the requeſt 
of 
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of the fair incognita; thinking, at the 
very worſt, that ſhe. could have only a 
deſign upon his pocket; and he hap- 
pened to have nothing then about him, 
but what he could very readily reſign 


without regret. 


She bound a ſilk handkerchief over 
his eyes; and, after leading him leiſurely 
along for about a quarter of an hour, 
they entered a houſe, when ſhe told him 
his journey was at an end. 


After having reſtored him to fight, a 
female ſervant uſhered him up ſtairs into 
an elegant dining-room. 
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He was charmed beyond expreſſion, 


to find her, upon a nearer view, exceed- 
ing beautiful ; though at the ſame time 
he was ſtrangely puzzled to account for 


her manner of acting. 


An elegant ſupper was ſerved up ; 
and afterwards the bottle contributed, 
with the unconſtrained freedom of the 


lady, to baniſh every ſuſpicion of danger 
from the breaſt of Mr, Wilſon. 


They retired to a chamber, which 
ſeemed purpoſely prepared ; where Mr. 


Wilſon was bleſſed with all the raptures 
which an enjoyment unlawfully agreeable 
could give. 3 


In 
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In the morning, the lady waked him 
very early; and told him, © he muſt be 
te conducted to ſome conſiderable diſ- 
« tance from the houſe in the ſame 
« blindfolded manner he came to it the: 
, evening before.” 


He preſſed her to let him know the 
reaſon for this conduct, and who ſhe 
was, But ſhe refuſed giving him that 
ſatisfaction, im fo peremptory a manner; 
that he ſacrificed his curioſity to his po- 
liteneſs, judging it imprudent to urge 
any thing farther on the ſubject. 


After a melting embrace, and his giv- 
ing a ſolemn promiſe not to attempt 
making 


and again experiencing thoſe extaſies 
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making any diſcoveries concerning her, 
they changed rings, and he took his 
leave; being conducted by the maid 
into a capital ſtreet within his know- 
ledge, when ſhe took the bandage from 
his eyes. He gave her five guineas, and 
a direction to carry to her lady, by 
which a letter would at any time find 
him; for he had yet ſome ſanguine hopes 
of penetrating into this myſtery in time, 


which were too delicious to be very 
ealily forgotten, 


Thus Mr. Wilſon lived, aiming at the 
character of a moral libertine; never 


rendering a whole family unhappy, by 
taking advantage of the frailty of a 
weaker 
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weaker part; nor deſtroying the peace 
of a huſband, by making culpable a 
wife. No virgin could mourn her ruin, 


and mingle curſes againſt him with her 
tears, He would never 


Plant the dagger in the famale 
0 2% beaſt!” 30: 


"But, upon reflection, 
Freely thought he honeſtly might 


* rove | 
te Through all the paths of habitable 


&« Joye,”? 


In fine, he was among his acquant- 


ance termed the diſcreet libertine, 
though 
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though they might with propriety have 
named fim the voluptuous libertine; 
for he enjoyed the moſt libidinous plea- 
ſures in the trueſt ſenſe of the word, 


without ſuffering any of the pain which 
attends — rakes. 


1. 


Thus he kene to have poſſeſſed 
a compleat ſyſtem of libertiniſm. 


About ſeven years after his adventure 
with the fair incognita, he received the 
following letter ; which was given him 
by one of his own ſervants, who told him, 
the perſon that brought it did not Wait 


for an anſwer: 
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q 
« To Francis WIIsox, Eſq. 


« SIR, 


„ JF OU will undoubtedly be ſur- 
, > << priced to be addreſſed in this 
manner by an unknown hand; but 


« ſomething very particular occaſions 
« you to receive this trouble. If you 
« have in your poſſeſſion a ring, the 
© impreſſion a dove with an olive branch 
te in his mouth, and the motto, 


« The gods above 
Send peace and love | 


A perſon 
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A perſon would be happy in an hour's 
« converſation with you, on a very im- 
« portant affair, Who poſſeſſes a ring, 


« the impreſſion of which is a ſun with 
« this motto, 


« My flame is bright 
« As ſolar light! 


« Be expeditious; for the caſe is 
urgent. 


* INcOGNITA. 


N. B. Enquire for Suſan, at Mrs. 
0c 'S, in Street, near Red 


Lion Square.“ 


The 
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The firſt ring mentioned i in the letter 
anſwered | exactly to the deſcription of 
that which he had formerly given to the 
fair unknown ; and the other correſpond- 
ed with that he had received from her. 


According to the addreſs intimated, 
he repaired to — Street; and, having 


found the houſe, was introduced by a fe- 
male (whom he recognized to be the at 


tendant of the before · mentioned lady) in- 
to a parlour. She left him for the ſpace 


| of ten minutes, and, returning, begged 
him to walk up' ſtairs, 


He aſcended accordingly: z and, to his 
great ſurprize, was led into a room, 
which 
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which appeared to be darkened on ac- 
count of ſome lick perſon : he was con- 
founded at the ſolemnity of the ſcene ; 
and the tranſition of his thoughts, from 


extatic ſenſuality to gloomy mortality, 
had very near deprived him of motion, 
when a feeble voice, which ſeemed to 
proceed from a bed at the farther end of 
the room, de ſired him to draw near; and, 


when he had ſeated himſelf, began as 


Ip 


follows : 


* 
- 


« I am the perſon to whom you 
ce gave your ring about ſeven years 
«2ap0; but, in order to account for my 
« behaviour at that time, it will be ne- 
* ceſlary to relate a few particular cir- 

« cumſtances 
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© cumſtances of a prior date, which 
« will elucidate the whole. My father 
« was a gentleman of an independent 
fortune. He gave me a polite educa- 
« tion, and was indeed both father and 
© mother to me; for I loſt my other 
&« parent while an infant. When I was 
* about nineteen years of age, my father 
© unhappily engaged in a law-ſuit, which 
© in a few terms deprived him of his eſ- 
& tate, and me of my expected patrimo- 
« ny. What I felt, is inconceivable ; for 
J was naturally ambitious. 


60 An old gentleman, in his years of 
e dotage, who had ſeen me and liked 
“ me, offered to mary me, without any 


money; on condition that no ſuch 
words 


Mz. WILSON. 169 


&© words as Jointure or Settlement ſhould 
ebe mentioned in the treaty : but every 
sc thing left entirely to his own diſcretion 
and generoſity. 


My father earneſtly preſſed me to 
accept of ſo advantageous an offer. 


er Though the old gentleman himſelf 
& was no very tempting object, yet his 
e fortune to me had a world of charms : 
& and, as I had never felt any tender ſen- 
e ſations, it was no great difficulty to me 
<*-to ſacrifice my delicacy to my ambiti- 
C tion. In ſhort, we were married; but 
no manner of ſettlement was made on 
e me. | 


Vol. II. 1 About 
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4 About fix months aſter my nupti- 
e als, my father died; and, to increaſe 
my uneaſineſs, my huſband grew pee- 
« yiſh to an exceſs. I now found, to 
« my coſt, that wealth could not procure 
« happineſs. 


« He continued his ill-humour for 
te above three years; one great cauſe of 
* waich I found was, my not having 
* borne him a child; for the impedi- 
<* ment of his advanced age never once 
* entered his brain, when he declared, 
Let him die when he would, he 
« ſhould leave all he was worth to an 
“ hoſpital, as I had not bleſſed him with 
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e an heir to enjoy it; the hopes of which 


© happineſs, he affirmed, was the ſole 


4 cauſe of his marrying me. 


«© The dread of his ſpeedy diſſolution, 
<« and the terrifying proſpects of pover- 


«© ey, which would | in all probability en- 
« ſue, „kept my mind in continual anxi- 


ety. 


« At laſt, I determined how to act; 
*« but ſhall not trouble you with the 


© arguments pro and con, which I made 
« ufe ofto myſelf, before my reſolution 


« was fixed, 
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« A two days journey, which my 
% huſband was obliged to make to 
« Windſor, gave me an opportunity of 
putting into execution my deſign; 
„and your connection with me was the 
% reſult of my ſcheme. You may there- 
t fore perceive how neceſſary it was for 
« me to act with that precaution, which, 
<« without doubt, very much ſurprized 
«© yOu, 


&« I ſoon after made my huſband hap- 
« py, by informing him that I was 
pregnant; and, at the expiration of 
te nine months, was delivered of a fine 


* boy; at which my huſband was ſo 
| « yell 


EEE NY "he 
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ce well pleaſed, as he did not in the leaſt 
ce ſuſpect but what it was his own, that 
” he ſettled the bulk of his fortune on 
ce him, and a genteel annuity for life on 


„me. 


« Two months after this, he was at- 
ce tacked by a fit of the gout in the 
66 ſtomach, which he was aſſured would 
4 carry him off. His mind ſeemed to 
labour under the the greateſt terror 
& imaginable; the agonies of which, 
«in conjunction with his diſeaſe, be- 
ce reaved him of life; and he died in a 


& fit of the moſt miſerable deſpair. 


I 3 ce have 


17:4 MEMOIRS OF 


« I have employed myſelf ever ſince 
« in taking proper care of the child, 
% and with a maternal tenderneſs in- 


« ſpefting his juvenile acquiſitions. 


« I never expected that the peculiarity 
« of my caſe would be any plea in my 
« favour in the face of the Almighty ; 
but the unfeigned and ſincere repen- 
« tance of a heart fraught with contri- 
&« tion, I flatter myſelf, has obtained 
« that ablution for my crimes, with 
© which infinite Mercy waſhes away the 


guilt of penitent ſinners. 


According 


According to the direction which 


| © you gave my woman, I took ſeveral 


e opportunities to enquire your charac- 
© ter; of which F had fo favourable a 
i report, that I determined to make you 
© my ſole executor and truſtee, and 
guardian to a child to whom you gave 
« being. 


« Being attacked with a fever, Ithought 
nt expedient to ſend for you, and here 
6 deliver to your care the papers relative 
© to my child's fortune, with the cre- 
6 dentials of your authority over him, 
* ready drawn up, and filled; for I 

took 
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* took care to enquire your chriſtian 
“ name before I ſent to you.” 


Mr. Wilſon accepted the charge; 
and found, to his infinite ſurprize, that the 
dying. lady had married no other than. 
his. quendam guardian Volpone; and. 
the child to which he was father, by a. 
providential though criminal connexion, 
had become poſſeſſor of the eſtate of 
which himſelf had been villainouſly 
deprived. 


Thus, by the concurrence of ſeveral 
uncommon circumſtances, the true heir 
attained the fortune of which his father 
had been wronged; and the defrauder 

Was 
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was deſervedly puniſhed by an infidelity 


in his wife, for which it is hoped a ſincere 
repentance has obtained a merciful 
remiſſion. 


Mrs. Volpone died in a few days 
after; and Mr. Wilſon took his fon 


under his on auſpices and protection. 


ADVER- 


An 7 
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- ADVERTISEMENT. 


The manuſcript, which Mr. Wilſon 
found together with the jewels in the 
cave near Lima, 18 written in the 


Arabic tongue, and contains ſome very 


curious memoirs z which Mr. Wilſon 


has been made acquainted with by the 
means of a tranſlation executed by a 
learned gentleman of the univerſity of 
Oxford; and he intends to [publiſh it 
ſpeedily, for the entertainment of the 


ingenious. 
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Speedily will be Publiſhed, by Fraxcis HaLr, 
(Price One Shilling and Six Pence) 
T1 


Countryman yl Repoſitory 


USEFUL KNOWLEDGE: 
;  SHEWING 
| THE NATURE AND CURE 
ö o F 
Every DISEASE incident to CATTLE; 


COMPRIZED IN 


Upwards of Sixty choice RECEipTs; 


{ Which have been practiſed for more than Fifty Years. 


with the greateſt SUCCEss, , 
ro WHICH ARE ADDED, A 


'F curious T&EATISE on the Breeding and Managing 
of Wild and Tame CoxniEts; 


f Directions for chuſing all Sorts of Spo rIx Doss, and 
5 ordering them in Hunting, Courſing, Setting, &c. 
Y 


R ULESs to be obſerved in purchaſing LAN D, &c. 

! upon a ſecure FOUNDATION; 

"A TABLE, ſhewing at one View, the exact Meaſure of any 
Piece of Land, adapted to the meaneit Capacity. 


Monthly Directions to order Gardens, Orchards, &c, 


? With a Variety of intereſting Particulars, neceſſary 
5 to be known by the HusBANDMAN. 
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